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Before the RIGINAL
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )
)

Amendment of Section 73.202(b) )
(Table of Allotments) )
PM Broadcast Stations )

)
Rantoul and Gilman, lllinois )

To: Chief, Mass Media Bureau
Policy and Rules Division
Allocations Branch

STATEMENT FOR TUE RECORD

Saga Communications of lllinois, Inc. ("Saga"), by its attorneys, and pursuant to

Section 1.420(d) of the Commission's Rules, hereby respectfully files this Statement for

the Record in the above-referenced rule making proceeding.! On January 25, 1999, Saga

filed a counterproposal to the Commission's Notice ofProposed Rule Making

("NPRM"), DA 98-2435, released December 4, 1998,2 that, inter alia, proposes to allot

Channel 277A to Rantoul, lllinois, as its third local service. The NPRM was issued in

part due to a petition filed by L. Topaz Enterprises, Inc. ("Topaz") that proposes to allot

Channel 277A to Rantoul. Saga requested the Commission to deny the Topaz proposal,

and instead, amend Section 73.202(b) of the Rules to add Channel 277A to Gilman,

lllinois, as its first local service. By Public Notice, Report No. 2324, released April 13,

1 Saga is requesting leave to fIle this Statement in a separate pleading.

2 Saga's counterproposal is mutually exclusive with the proposal to allot
Channel 277A to Rantoul, Illinois.
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1999, the Commission solicited comment on Saga's counterproposal. On April 14, 1999,

Topaz filed Reply Comments suggesting that Channel 240A could be used at Gilman,

lllinois. However, the allotment requires a site-restriction approximately 12 kilometers

(7.45 miles) east of the community.

Saga hereby states that it has no interest in the use of Channel 240A at Gilman.

Attachment A is a map comparing the predicted 60 dbu contours of a station at Gilman

using Channel 277A or 240A. As can be seen from the map, the contour generated by a

hypothetical station on site-restricted Channel 240A is shifted substantially to the

northeast from the contour generated by a station on Channel 277A. Because of certain

business considerations, neither Saga nor an affiliate is willing to construct a station

on Channel240A at Gilman that is so site-restricted. However, Saga or an affiliate

remains willing to construct and operate a station on Channel 277A at Gilman.

Saga again requests the Commission to allot Channel 277A to Gilman, lllinois

and deny the proposal to allot Channel 277A to Rantoul.

Respectfully submitted,

SAGA COMMUNICATIONS OF ILLINOIS, INC.

By:
Gary S. Smithwick
Its Attorney

SMITHWICK & BELENDIUK, P.C.
1990 M Street, N.W., Suite 510
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 785-2800
June 2, 1999
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Angela Y. Powell, a paralegal in the law offices of Smithwick & Belendiuk, P.C.,

certify that on this 2nd day of June 1999, copies of the foregoing were mailed to the following:

Ms. Sharon P. McDonald*
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals IT
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Room3-A226
Washington, D. C. 20554

Mr. Dale A. Ganske, President
L. Topaz Enterprises, Inc.
3325 Conservancy Lane
Middleton, Wisconsin 53562

(*) by hand


